
Covid-19: Written Answer Reports 
Week beginning 18/5/20 

18/5/20 
Mark Ruskell (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, further to the answer to question S5W-28306 by John Swinney on 29 
April 2020, what steps it will take to collect data from local authorities on the use of 
critical provision for school and early learning during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Holding answer issued: 18 May 2020 (S5W-28822) 
John Swinney: A holding answer was provided. 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 outbreak causing applicants to consider 
delaying applying to university, what consideration it is giving to continuing the policy 
of free tuition for EU students. (S5W-29030) 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government has continued to progress work on 
the fee status of EU undergraduates who will be starting at Scotland’s universities in 
2021-22. This work has been continued as we work to support the further and higher 
education sectors through the challenges posed by the Coronavirus pandemic. 
The Scottish Government has already confirmed that EU students who commence a 
higher education course up to and including Academic Year 2020-21 will continue to 
benefit from tuition fee support for the duration of their course. This support also 
extends to those who then articulate to another higher education course immediately 
thereafter. 
We will continue to progress work in this area and will aim to provide an update in 
the near future concerning EU students who commence their studies in 2021-22. 
 
21/5/20 
Rona Mackay (Strathkelvin and Bearsden) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what progress has been made on implementing the 
conclusions of the Independent Care Review. (S5W-29233) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government is fully committed to deliver on its pledge 
to care experienced people in Scotland by accepting and responding to the Care 
Review conclusions and by putting in place the infrastructure to implement the 
outcomes reached and ‘#KeepThePromise’. 
The COVID-19 emergency response has undoubtedly impacted upon the ability of 
the Scottish Government and key partners’ to make as much progress as we would 
have wished to in our response in the short term. 
However, the Scottish Government has been working hard to ensure that the 
principles of the Care Review’s “Promise” are reflected in our response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including in practice guidance and policies underpinning 
emergency legislation. 
I am pleased to advise Parliament that Fiona Duncan has agreed to Chair the 
oversight of implementation which will ensure the ethos, approach and commitments 
of the Care Review can be at the heart of this process. We will work with Fiona 
Duncan to put in place the necessary arrangements to ensure that the Promise is 
implemented in the way that the Review, care experienced people and the wider 
sector envisaged. 


